Oedipus Study Guide 3

1. Creon calmly responds to the angry Oedipus. How does Creon want to be judged?

2. How convincing is Creon’s argument about his own motives in lines 654-691? Explain. 

3. In lines 705-708—the scene between Oedipus and Creon—what insights does Sophocles provide about the rights of the ruler and the ruled? In what ways are these ideas applicable to contemporary American life? Explain. 

4. Why does Creon challenge Oedips to go to the oracle himself?

5. Why is Jocasta so upset?

6. Why does the chorus take the side of Creon?

7. What at does the chorus compare Oedipus to?

8. Looking back over Jocasta’s reasons for not believing the prophecy, what do both Jocasta and Oedipus seem to believe about their abilities to control their destinies? Explain. 

9. What is ironic about Jocasta’s statement in lines 794 – 796?

10. Why is Oedipus so upset at Jocasta’s news?

11. Where was Oedipus when Laius was murdered?

12. In one sentence, paraphrase the oracle’s prophecy. 

13. Even though Oedipus seems convinced that he killed Laius, what important thing is he not realizing?

14. On the basis of what you have learned in Part I, which of Oedipus’ choices have determined his destiny? Explain. 

15. What negative traits do you see in Oedipus? Might any of these be considered a tragic flaw? Explain. 

