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“I Want to Be Miss America” 

Find 5 specific examples of where their culture clashes with that of America: 

Shaving their legs to fit in with society but mom won’t, so they go behind her back and 

use Nair. More about age and keeping the girls young (family culture)
comparison between body/hair/complexion of themselves and the “bathing beauties” on tv

“we would have to translate our looks into English, iron and tweeze them out, straighten them, mold them into made in the USA beauty”

(Tanisha, “I’m Not Fat, I’m Latina,” “Roots: Random Thoughts on Random Hair”)

Clothes-they chose “American” looking clothes and mom doesn’t approve-makes them look cheap

Gets to college and people wanted to look “exotic” like her, but it was too late (Gloria and Lupe-desiring to be like someone else who is desiring to be like you-Judianne and Janelle)
Didn’t want to be looked down upon because of where she was from-ppl didn’t know where the Dominican Republic was (“No, we’re not extinct”)

“Even Barbie, that quintessential white girl, was suddenly available in different shades of skin color” 


America becomes more accepting of culture-too late for Julia A. 

